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6 THE CONFEBSORS OF FIjOBEKCE. 

MoDNCur Mftdiu retomed home. He wu 
immediately arrested, alone with three other 
persoDB vho happened to be ia the house at 
the time, although thej were not fuund read- 
ing the Bible, nor even there with that inten- 
tion. One of those persons, an Eiigliahman, 
Captain Arthur Walker, was set at Ubertv on 
the strong remonstrances of the British lega- 
tion, after beTing suffered an imprisonment of 
twenty-two hours. The two other peraoos 
were detained during seven days, and after- 
wards, without process of any kind, — ^without 
even having been accused of any crime, were 
allowed the choice of perpetual imjiriaonment 
or perpetual banishment. They chose the 
latter; one of these persons went to Turin, 
the other to Geneva. Twelve days after the 
arrest of her husband, Madame Aradial was 
also arrested. They were cast into prison, in 
separate cells, and not permitted to comma- 
□icate with each other. For a time no onr 
was allowed to visit Madame Madial. Tlie 
long and solitary confinement has greatly int- 
paired her health, and it waa feared she wouhl 
sink under the cruelties of which site was tht 
victim. They even went so far as to refuse 
her the visits of her physician. 

After long and frequent intern^toHes, tlir 
Tribunal of the First Instance at Florence 
declared the case to be above its jurisdiction, 
but "seeing that there existed sufficieoi 
proofs," it sent Francesco and Rosinn Madiii 
and another Tuscan before the " Coor Boyale," 
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(here to answer to tlie crime of " Impiety," of 
which they were accused, 

la this charge it is atnted, that the Madiu 
confess to having apostatized from the Catholic 
religion, and profess a heretical confession, 
ifhich they call Evangelical. It is also stated 
to have been proved, by the deposition of 
various witnesses, that a society of twenty to 
thirty persons was or^niied at the house of 
the ^ladiai, " in order to read the Bible trans- 
lated by Diodati, with the object of comparing 
the words of Scripture with the doctrines of 
the Catholic religion, and to show that these 
last were in opposition with the teaching of 
the Scriptures," &c., &c. The charge goes 
on to say that the Madiai had succeeded " in 
making to apostatise " a servant lamed Anto- 
uia Marini. This womnn has since been 
induced to return to the Church of Rome, and 
figured as one of the principal witnesses against 
her master. 

Then commenced a new procedure before 
the Cour Royale ; and that it lasted so long, 
is partly to be accounted for by the fact that 
the Court waited for instructions from Rome 
as to the course to pursue, and the sentence to 
be pronounced. Great efforts were made in 
the mean time to obtain a mitigation of the 
condition of the accused while waiting tin- 
bsue. English friends at length obtained per- 
mission to see them in their cells, and alwav^ 
left them much edified. They found Madame 
Madia! extremely weakened in body, but strong 



'i 



8 THE CONFESSOBS (JF FLORENCE. 

in her faith through the Spirit of God. Ther 
found her huaba&d no less firm in the fiiitli, 
hut more downcAst in spirit. The sufferings 
of his wife, and the impossibility of render- 
ing her any sffectionnte aid, added much lo 
his distress. Nevertheless, be continuHllT saiil 
he vns ready to suffer all things, ereu death, 
for the love of his Saviour. 

Towards the beginning of the year, Madisi 
vras taken from the Bargello, and put into closer 
GonGnement. This was a trial, as it deprived 
them of the consolation of hearing of each 
other, and of sometimes ercn hearing encb 
other's voices. Still, as their English friends 
had obtained permission to see them onre 
every week, they could serve as intermediaries. 
They even obtained for Madame Madiai some 
slight alleviations in her prison. Thus they 
were permitted to bring to her cell, which wax 
so cold that she had suffered greatly from it, a 
chauffrette, from which her health soon de- 
rived great benefit. She was also permitted to 
have a short interview with her husband before 
he quitted the Bargello. She acknowledges 
that the imprisonment has tended much to the 
advancement of her spiritual life. Her greatest 
sorrow is, that she does not feel more joy ia 
suffering for the cause of Christ. It is evident, 
however, that her courage dmly increases ; 
and during all her trials she has exhibited the 
utmost patience, humility, and trust in God. 
Her health has latterly improved ; but it is 
painful to see how much she suffers from 
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prisoners, both during their confinement, and 
during the long and irritating debates, displayed 
a patience ana charity, and a firmness of faith 
truly edifying. In order that you may judge 
of this, I send you a faithful translation of a 
letter written by Madame Madia! to her hus- 
band, between the trial and the sentence : " 

LETTER OF MADAME MADIAI TO HER 

HUSBAND. 

My Dearest MadiaY, — Thou knowest if I have 
loved thee, but how much more now that we have 
toother fought for the Great King. We have been 
caat down, but not conquered ; and I hope that through 
the merits of Christ, the Father has accepted our wit- 
ness, and will enable us to drink even to the last drop 
the portion of that bitter cup which he has prepared for 
us, and to drink it with thanksgiving. My good 
Madiai, life is but a day, — yesterday we were young, 
—to-day we are old ; but still we know that we can 
say with the aged Simeon, " Now, Lord, lettest Thou 
thy servants depart in peace, since our eyes have seen 
thy salvation.*' 

Courage, dearest ! — The Holy Spirit has enabled ns 
to bear witness tliat this Christ, laden with opprobrium 
and trampled under foot, is our King and our Saviour; 
and we, through the effect of his light and his power, 
have taken up the defence of the Cross of Christ, bear- 
ing His shame, in order that we may one day share in 
His holiness and glory. Should the sentence be severe, 
be not afraid. God who made the chains of St. Peter 
to fall off, and opened to him the gates of the prisnn, 
will certainly not forget us. Be of good courage, and 
let us commit ourselves entirely into the hands of God. 
Bear up, so that I shall behold you joyous, as I hope 
you will see the effects of the same grace in me. I 
embrace you with my whole heart. 

Your affectionate Wife, 

Rosa Madiai. 
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soul with their filthy blasphemies, anil langh- 
ing at her tears. No wonder that those tears 
freely flowed under snch accumulated suffer- 
ings, but it is an affecting fact, that, from the 
habit of weeping, the lacrymal ducts failed 
in their proper dutj, and tears fell inTolun- 
tarilj. But while scoffers are laughing, they 
are predons tears : for the King of Heaven 

Euta them into bis bottle and notes them in 
is book. Ah ! better, infinitely better, to be 
weeping riTers of tears for Chnst's sake, in a 
wretched dungeon, than to be laughing with 
an ungodly world in excess of riot ! 

An appeal was made to the Court of Cas> 
sadon, but in vain. The Grand Duke was 
then petitioned, but he very summarily de- 
clared that it was a matter of conscience with 
him that the law should take its course. The 
King of Prussia supplicated the release of the 
martyrs as a persoual favour, it is said, wded 
by the English Minister, hut all to no 
purpose. 

As the time of their departure to (heir re- 
Bpective prisons drew near, two frienda mini- 
stered to ]their comfort as far as they were 
permitted. Both were found calm, happr, 
patient, and submissive. Nothing was want- 
ing to convey the conTiction, that as their suf- 
fennga abounded, their consolatiou, by Christ 
Jesus, abounded also. So far from maoifesting 
any shrinking from their fearful doom, thev 
were beaming with joy that tbey were called to 
suffer for Cl^ist's sake. But a fearful doom it 
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ask tlie governor if M&diai might be permitted 
to Uke ft few shirts with him to Volterra; but 
the answer was peremptorily — "No .'" 

And now these faithful confessors for Christ, 
if mercy do not speedily interpose, will, in rU 
probability, ere long, receive the end of their 
faith, ever-final end complete salvation ia tbe 
rest and peace of heaven. 

But I question if the Church of Rome ever 
made t. greater mistake ; I say the Cburch uf 
Rome, because this is solely a religious qu«- 
tion. It has nothiue to do with anything of 
a secular or political character. The officers 
of the Holy Inquisition were sent from Rome 
to conduct the trial, and altogether the ease 
must he regarded as entirely religious fluu 
ecclesiastical. In this light the fame of « 
expands throughout Italy, and over the con- 
tinentjd nations, and bdeed the whole "orlJ. 
It is brought to a legal decision, known sua 
read of all men, that to have the Scriptures, 
and to read tlie Scriptures, and to act in accord- 
ance with their dictntes, is a crime of tbe fi«' 
magnitude, and must be visited with a punish- 
ment, compared with which death would be • 

Though we are commanded in the W 
Testament to make ourselves conversaut wH" 
the sacred writings, to entwine them as it «erf 
into all the habits and associatioos of persoual 
and relative life; though Christ gives the siiiif 
command, " Search the Scriptures," •"u o*' 
Peter declares that Christiana do well that thy 
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the trial of the Madia! at Florence. Has not 
the issue of it caused the most intense excite- 
ment and the greatest indignation throughout 
Florence, and, indeed, Tuscany? To say the 
least, will not numbers be led bj curiosity to 
get a sight of that book, the very reading of 
which is decided to be such a flagrant crime, 
and worthy of such condign punishment? 
And have the people no power to get access to 
the Bible ? Can the priests prevent its pouring 
into Italy, in spite of all their efforts ? Nay, 
can the Church of Rome guard against treach- 
ery in the camp, or put bars and locks on 
understandings and hearts, so that it shall 
not be that the entrance of God*s word shall 
give light to the simple ? Could I not tell of 
singular movements amongst the priests them- 
selves at this moment in the very heart of 
Italy ? Is it not a fact that there are hun- 
dreos of them who have corae to the con- 
viction that their church is wrong in with- 
holding the Scriptures from the laity ? Could 
I not mention the places where the priests in 
large numbers have come to this conviction? 
And can this growing influence be controlled? 
When God works, who shall let Him ? Hare 
not thousands of Bibles been sold in Milan for 
instance, and throughout Lombardy, and are 
not the people resolved to search the Scrip- 
tures for themselves? And how largely is 
this business at Florence helping forward this 
determination! When the Scriptures were 
being printed at Florence some years ago, anJ 
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and during the rigours of winter, only praying 
and wishing that the glory of Grod may be 
promoted in them and by them ; and to the last 
maintaining their constancy, and thus testing 
the strength and reality of their principles. 
AVhat a contrast ! How will Rome endure it ? 
Must we not be grateful to her for affording 
it ? I verily believe that the persecution of 
the Madiai will be the ** baptism for the dead," 
1 Cor. XV. The energy which Rome is thus 
putting forth tells most conclusively that her 
craft is in danger, and that she knows it. Were 
the work of evangelization less extensive or 
solid in Italy, Rome might be quiet, but the 
day of retribution is at hand, and she feels it. 
Even in Tuscany alone, the number who have 
renounced Popery, or are convinced of its errors, 
amounts to probably ten thousand at least. 
This cannot be without causing alarm ; but how 
will these thousands be encouraged and strength- 
ened by the patient and joyful endurance ot the 
Madiai ? The blood of the martyrs is truly 
said to be the seed of the Church. So it always 
has been, and so it ever will be. 

To the Romish Church we are indebted for 
one of the most touching and precious docu- 
ments which ever pen recorded, w., the letter 
which Madame Madiai wrote to her husband 
the day before her trial. What a picture. 
The sufficiency of grace and the faithfulness 
of a covenant God triumphing over the feeble- 
ness of the weaker vessel, and enabling her to 
rally the fainting strength of her husband. 
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be withstood just in proportion to yonr Hlinwte 
or that ntiici) you have at stake. If your reli- 
gion now is only a name, nithout a life-^nng 
principle, if it leads to no sacrifice, but is put on 
or off just as the world and your own eril besrt 
permit depend upon it, when tribulation come) 
because oi the Word, there will iuat lie the 
difference between you and the elect of God 
which there was between Orpah and Roth. Toa 
may have given all along the treacherons Iciss of 
an apparent attachment, whilst they kno* * 
oneness, and a union, and a love which dtith 
cannot sever. 

And you may rest assured that sifting tinn 
are fast coming upon Christendom. We ut 
not half awake to the spirit of rigorous despot- 
ism which is simultaneously advancing through 
the various countries of Europe, crushing in it^ 
course the hopeful efforts of the Gospel, and 
seeking to bring the world back again into all 
the horrors of the mediceval ages. Is it Sa"*" 
coming down with great wrath, seeing he hath 
hut a short time? (Rev.) Is it one of the 
three unclean spirits, of which prophecy sp*»k* 
in the last days ? However this may be, the 
■ignsof the times never called upon Chriitiwi' 
more loudly to gird up the loins of thdr intnu>> 
and to watch and be sober. DeUy not, deu 
reader, to make your calling and election suf ■ 
If Christ b not to you " precious," (I ^'^i 
yea, as the pearl of great price, for which jou 
gladly part with all your other goodly p*^'*- 
you will be sure to fall in the day rf temptttion. 




